
VOLUME 3             ISSUE 1   January 2014   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Falls City 
focus ADDRESSING THE NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY AND 

PLANTING THE SEEDS FOR A SECURE FUTURE. 

The effects of feeding wildlife 
Many people enjoy feeding wildlife because it allows them to have 
close contact with the animals, or because they believe they are 

helping the animals survive. While seeing wild animals up close can 
be enjoyable, providing wild animals with a steady, human-supplied 

food source nearly always leads to problems for both the animals and 

humans. There are many good reasons not to feed wildlife including: 

1. When young wild animals are taught to depend on a 
human-provided food source, they may not fully 

develop essential foraging skills. Animals who are raised 

relying on humans for food may struggle to survive in the 
absence of that artificial food source when they disperse from 

their parents' territory. 
 

2. Wild animals who are used to being fed by humans 

commonly lose their fear of people. Animals who are 
unafraid of people will approach them for food, and are 

sometimes mistaken as rabid, aggressive or mean, then killed 
for that behavior. An instinctive wariness of people is important 

to a wild animal's survival. 
 

3. The food humans usually feed to wild animals is not 

nutritionally complete, and it can cause serious health 
problems for the animals, especially when they are 

young and still developing. Most wild animals are 
opportunistic and will concentrate on the easiest food source 

available. When a constant human-provided food source is 

available, animals who would normally have a varied diet may 
switch to eating mainly this constantly available food and will 

not get the nutrients they need to stay healthy.  
 

4. A constant, human-provided food source may attract 
many more wild animals to the area than would 

normally be found there. When food is readily available, 

animals will gather in abnormally large numbers. This means 
that if one animal in the group has an illness or disease, it can 

spread throughout the group. Many wild animals do not 
interact with others of their own species except during mating 

season and when raising their young. This is one way to limit 

diseases among a wild population. By gathering these animals 
together in unnatural groups, these diseases can spread much 

more quickly and can destroy a large number of animals. 

 

5. Reproduction rates may also be affected 

when an artificial food source is readily 

available. In the wild, the number of animals 
being born and surviving is often directly related 

to the amount of natural food available. This is 
nature's way of keeping a balance. When an 

unnatural food supply becomes available, 
animals may produce more young and soon 

there may be more animals living in the area 

than what the natural food sources can support. 
 

6. We commonly receive phone calls from 
people whose neighbors have been 

feeding wild animals. Often, the wild animals 

have become an incredible nuisance and the 
caller wants to kill or remove them. The animals 

may also cause damage to homes and property 
because they expect to be fed and have lost 

their fear of people. 

The best thing you can do to care for the wild animals 

on your property is to give them habitat, not 
handouts. Naturescaping is a great way to provide the 

animals with natural sources of food and shelter that 
will not put them in danger the way a human-provided 

food source will. You will still be able to enjoy wildlife 

on your property, but at a safe distance for both you 
and the animals. 
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CITY 

MEETINGS 
  

All meetings are in the 

Community Center at 320 N. 

Main unless otherwise noted. 

 

Volunteer Recognition Dinner 

 6:30 pm  

 January 8, 2014 

 

City Council 7:30 pm      

January 9, 2014 

 

City Council Goal Setting 7:30 pm      

January 15, 2014 

 

City Council Goal Setting 7:30 pm      

January 16, 2014 

 

Parks & Recreation 6:30 pm 

 January 14, 2014 

  

Public Works 7:30 pm 

 January 14, 2014 

 

 

  

City Hall 503-787-3631   www.fallscityoregon.gov 

Holiday Closures 

City Hall will be closed on the 

following dates: 

 

 December 31 (half day) and 

January 1, 2014 New Year’s 

 January 20, 2013 Martin 

Luther King Jr. Day 

 

Power outages from storms tempt us to use alternative lights and heat.  When using candles, be sure they are in well 
ventilated areas; have a drip container larger than the base of the candle. NEVER leave candles burning when going to 

sleep, leaving your home, or unsupervised with small children. 

 
Never use bar-b-ques, camp stoves, or gas heaters indoors to heat with.  An odorless, colorless, poisonous gas (Carbon 

Monoxide, or CO) is produced when not enough oxygen is present for complete combustion. Car exhaust fumes, indoor 
fires, furnaces, even smoking are some causes of CO.  What is makes this gas so dangerous is that when inhaled, replaces 

oxygen in your blood, then your body and brain do not get enough oxygen. 
 

Symptoms of CO poisoning: Headache, dizziness, blurred vision, nausea / vomiting, sleepiness, muscle weakness, 

confusion, cherry red lips, and eventually death.  If you experience any of these symptoms, immediately open windows 
and doors while evacuating the building, and call 911. 

 
We wish you a Safe and Happy New Year.  

 
  
 

Safety Tips From Your Falls City 
Fire and EMS Department 
 

Council Vacancy 
On December 11, 2013 Council voted to remove Alyssa Reynolds from Falls City 
Council on account of her absence from more than three consecutive meetings of the 

council without the council's consent. They also declared the position to be vacant 
and approved a process to appoint a new councilor. 

 

So you want to be a City Councilor? 
Applications and the selection process are posted on the city website at 

www.fallslcityoregon.gov.  City Council positions come with a great deal of 
responsibility and commitment and no pay. Our Mayor and Councilors are all 

volunteers. Each Councilor is expected to attend the monthly Council meetings, goal 
setting sessions, work sessions, and new councilor training. Each is also a liaison to 

other city committees and serves a role on the Budget Committee. Councilors also 

attend City events and meetings on behalf of the City. 
 

On average each Councilor commits to approximately 60 hours of meetings per year 
in addition to events and activities in the community. As a Councilor you will be a 

representative of the citizens of our community and a voting member of the city’s 
policy making board. 

Thank you! 
Thank you to all who volunteered, donated 

food, or gifts this holiday season. With your 
help and with generous donations from the 

National Guard our Fire Department was able 
to distribute toys, gloves or hats to every 

child  K-8 and, offer assistance to many 
families in our community.  This kind of 

caring and sharing makes the holidays 

brighter for those in need. 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/City-of-Falls-City-Oregon/345723675514849
http://www.fallslcityoregon.gov/

