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Falls City 
focus ADDRESSING THE NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY AND 

PLANTING THE SEEDS FOR A SECURE FUTURE. 

City Charter 
The City Council set a goal in 2013 to prepare a new City Charter to 

present to voters in 2014. They appointed a 7 member Charter Review 
Committee made up of the Mayor, 2 City Councilors and 4 citizens. This 

committee worked diligently from February – December of 2013 on 
developing a charter that is modern yet still reflects that is was designed 

for Falls City. At this time the City Council plans for the proposed Charter 
to go before voters in November 2014. 

 

What is a City Charter?  The Charter is the “Constitution” for Falls 
City. Just as the United States Constitution serves as the “supreme law of 

the land” for our country, the Falls City Charter serves as the basic set of 
rules for our City government. The Charter establishes the boundaries 

that Falls City people have for the City government. It is the source of 

the City’s system of checks and balances.  The Charter gives the Mayor 
the authority to recommend policies. It also gives the Council the power 

to enact policy subject to Mayoral veto, and the Mayor control over the 
implementation of City policy. The Charter serves as the City’s basic law.  

 
How Does the Charter Affect Me? The Charter is how the people of 

Falls City control the powers and responsibilities of their City 

government. If it is clear, it can allow voters to reward and punish City 
officials for their job performance. If it is vague, it makes it difficult for 

officials to act on behalf of the public. The City provides many services 
through responsible use of taxpayer dollars.  When the Charter provides 

the opportunity for clear leadership accountability the City can improve 

the quality and quantity of services delivered to the public.  
 

Why do we need a new City Charter? Falls City wants to have a 
home rule Charter. The term “home rule” refers to how much control a 

city has to set policy and manage its own affairs. The proposed charter 
includes a "general grant of powers" provision that permits the city to 

take actions allowed under federal and state constitutions and laws. The 

general grant of powers allows the city to decide matters relating to its 
organization, powers, functions, and finances without deferring to the 

state legislature.  
 

What is different this Charter proposal as compared to the 

proposal several years ago? The difference lies in where the proposal 
originates. Instead of being a debate limited to the staff, City Council and 

Mayor this effort is community based. A proposal was recommended to 
the Council by the Charter Review Committee which is made of Falls City 

residents rather than originating from staff. It is a Charter that makes 

sense to residents because community members participated in its 
creation. 

 
 

 

What is wrong with the “old” Charter?   
The old charter is unorganized, restrictive and 

has outdated language that no longer aligns with 

how the City must operate. It contains language 
that conflicts with election law. It has restrictions 

based on dollar amounts and in some areas 
contradicts itself.  In short what worked in 1903 

does not always work today.  

 
Why should I vote? Voting is the way citizens 

of the city get to participate in the decision 
making process. The City Charter can only be 

changed through a vote of the citizens. 
 

You can compare the current charter with the 

proposed charter at www.fallscityoregon.gov.You 
can also see more frequently asked questions 
and their answers. 

http://www.fallscityoregon.gov.you/
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CITY 

MEETINGS 
  

All meetings are in the 

Community Center at 320 N. 

Main unless otherwise noted. 

 

City Council 7:30 pm      

February 13, 2014 

 

Parks & Recreation 6:30 pm 

 February 18, 2014 

  

Public Works 7:30 pm 

 February 18, 2014 

 

 

  

City Hall 503-787-3631   www.fallscityoregon.gov 

Holiday Closures 

City Hall will be closed on the 

following dates: 

 

 February 17, 2014 Presidents 

Day 

 

February is” National American Heart Assoc. Heart Awareness” month, and the month we celebrate Valentine’s Day with 
our loved ones.  What better way to celebrate those we love than to learn CPR!  Please join us for a FREE CPR 

AWARENESS  CLASS on Thursday, February 6th, 2014 in the Falls City Community Center from 6:00- 7:30 
pm.  This is a non-certified, free, hands on class, taught by a certified CPR instructor and EMTs, to help you be better 

prepared in case someone you care about suffers from a sudden cardiac arrest event.  Learn how to perform CPR before 

911 arrives; the early warning signs and differences between strokes, heart attacks and cardiac arrest, and how you can 
improve chances of survival.  Every one of ALL AGES is welcome.   Please join us, meet  the EMTs  and First Responders 

from the dept., enjoy  refreshments  and learn how to do CPR in a fun, easy way.  (Accommodations for anyone with 
physical challenges.)  For questions, or for a certified class, please contact Sharon Greve, Instructor. (503) 871-5140.  

 
  
 

Safety Tips From Your Falls City 
Fire and EMS Department 
 

Council Vacancy 
At the Council Meeting on February 13, 2014 at 7:30 pm the City Council will 

begin the selection process for a new City Councilor. At this meeting there will be 

a Candidate’s Forum where the candidates will answer questions. The Final 
selection will take place at the March 13, 2014 Council Meeting. Public attendance 

is welcome at all council meetings. Details on the full selection process are 
available on the city website at www.fallscityoregon.gov on the home page. 

Community Events 
Falls City Seniors will hold a meeting Thursday February 20th at noon in the 

Community Center. All people age 55 and older are invited. Sandwiches and 
coffee provided, bring a side dish, salad or dessert and your own place setting for 
more info call Mary Page at 503-787-4501. 

How do I get info in Falls City? 
Often City Councilors and City staff are asked how to get more information about 

processes, permits, meeting dates and information about local events. The City 

has several ways we attempt to share information. Of course if you are reading 
this newsletter that is a great start! We share information in this newsletter 

every month which is sent in the utility bills, but also posted on our website. 
 

Falls City also has a great webpage www.fallscityoregon.gov. This is where we 
post meeting packets, city documents such as the City Charter and City Code, 

and other information about the community. We are constantly adding new 

content so check back often. 
 

On the City website you can click the Facebook link to also get information on 
our Falls City Facebook page. This is where we share current events and time 

sensitive information about things going on in the City. 

 
If you don’t find what you are looking for in any of these places you can always 

email us at info@fallscityoregon.gov or call City Hall at 503-787-3631. 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/City-of-Falls-City-Oregon/345723675514849
http://www.fallscityoregon.gov/
http://www.fallscityoregon.gov/
mailto:info@fallscityoregon.gov

